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Australian Journey November '24

Our official Australian Journey was from
November 5 through November 22, 2024, but
five of the ambassadors took part in the Norfolk
Gathering for the Australian Clubs on Norfolk
Island from October 26 to November 2. This gave
us an opportunity to learn a bit more about the
challenges Friendship Force is facing and to learn
about the future of FFI. It also gave us an
opportunity to meet some of the Australian
hosts that we would be visiting and break the ice
before coming to their cities. Norfolk Island was
an amazing experience and I’'m very thankful |
got to visit it. We stayed in a little cottage about
ten minutes from town which gave us a rural
experience, while the slow pace of the island
gave us a chance to recuperate from our jetlag.

On November 5, all 15 ambassadors met in
Adelaide to begin the first week of our journey.
The Adelaide Club did a wonderful job of
welcoming us and had prepared a wonderful
program.
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The highlight for me was visiting the Gorge
Wildlife Park where | got to hold a koala. What
an experience! Our hosts kept us busy all week
and we experienced and saw things that we
would never have seen as tourists. One example
was the Urrbrae Agricultural High School tour
during which we learnt about sheep shearing,
agriculture and much more. | believe | speak for
everyone when | say our hosts were amazing and
we made many new friends.




On November 12, we left Adelaide and flew to
Melbourne to meet up with the Melbourne Club
— a brand-new club. We did not get hosted
there, so we rented an Airbnb for 14 people.
Because we did not get hosted, we did a lot of
travelling by trams and trains, which meant a lot
of walking. Some days we left the Airbnb at 9:00
a.m. and returned at 8:00 p.m. We were quite
tired when we left on November 15, but we did,
however, get a great appreciation for the
transportation system and how easy it was to get
around.

Ivy Branson, the Coordinator, along with her
team of people, did an excellent job of
welcoming us and showing us around
Melbourne. Since this was a new club, Ivy asked
each ambassador to speak for a few minutes on
what they liked about Friendship Force. | heard
from Ivy after we left Melbourne that some
members who were on the fence about joining
signed up after our visit. Kudos to the
ambassadors for making the Melbourne new
members want to join FF.

On November 15, we arrived on the Sunshine
Coast where we were greeted by our hosts at the
airport and taken to Mudjimba Beach for our
Welcome reception. We met many members,
were served food, took group photos and had a
chance to dip our toes in the Pacific Ocean.
Afterwards we made our way to our home hosts
where we had a chance to relax. The program on
the Sunshine Coast was more relaxed than in the
previous cities and | think that was much
appreciated by our ambassadors. However, the
weather didn’t always cooperate with the
activities planned and some activities had to be
changed. We had quite a few days of heavy rain
during the week.

Again, the hosts and members of the Sunshine
Coast were very friendly and helpful. They went
out of their way to make us feel welcome. The
activities were quite varied. Highlights included
visiting the Mooloolaba Coast Guard where
members are all volunteers.

We also had a welcome visit to the mayor’s
office where we presented Mayor Rosanna
Natoli with a Manitoba book from our Mayor
and our Hands Around the World pin. We even
had a night of square-dancing lessons, which |
thought were fun and great exercise. It was a
great week all around and we were sorry to have
to say goodbye on November 22, when each
ambassador departed for different parts of
Australia or to return home.

Submitted by Diane Schipper, Journey
Coordinator




Journey Coordinator’s Report

Our recent outbound journey 24118 to Adelaide,
Melbourne and Sunshine Coast was a
memorable experience for all participants.
Thanks to Ambassador Coordinators, Diane
Schipper and Kathy Hansell, and Journey
Treasurer, Denise Lawson for all their hard work.

Now we are looking forward to 2025!

Outbound journeys:

Journey 25184

Friendship Force Manitoba has the good fortune
to have the opportunity to be hosted by the
Southwest Florida (Fort Myers) club in February
2025. For the first time ever since | started being
Journey Coordinator, the host club said they had
15 queen sized beds — and we could figure out
how to fill them! The lure of Florida sunshine
amid a prairie winter sounds enticing. By
opening up the journey to our sister clubs, FF
Winnipeg and FF Brandon, it looks like we will
have accomplished that task. Denise Lawson has
volunteered to be the Ambassador Coordinator
for this journey.

Journey 25172

Even though they have never been on a
Friendship Force journey, Christine and Francis
Hanlon bravely volunteered to be the
Ambassador Coordinators for the November
2025 journey to FF Tere-Rio (Rio de Janeiro,
Brazil) and FF Nor Peru (Trujillo, Peru) clubs.
There has been a great deal of interest in
participating in this journey. As with all journeys,
host space is limited. Planning is still in the early
stages. Look for more information in the New
Year.

Inbound journeys:

Journey 25092

FF Greater Seattle is planning to visit FF
Manitoba in August. They are interested in
coming to experience Folklorama, our premier
annual multicultural festival. Summer is often a

time when our own FF members are away
themselves. Consequently, we are doing a ‘bed
count’ like Florida did to assess how many
ambassadors we can accommodate. Host
coordinator(s) and host committee members are
needed for this journey.

As you know FF Lamphun, Thailand was
scheduled to come to us in spring 2025. The
Lamphun club cancelled that journey several
months ago. Despite several requests for an
inbound replacement, FFl was not able to
confirm another club to visit us. However, while
we were in Australia, the FF Adelaide club told us
that they were actively seeking a week in August
to dovetail with a couple of other weeks they
had been assigned by FFI. (The Adelaide club
hosts four inbound journeys a year; That
provides them with the ability to request four
outbound journeys.) It would be wonderful to be
able to reciprocate the wonderful hospitality FF
Manitoba ambassadors enjoyed in November.
Watch for further details.

2026

FF Manitoba has traditionally hosted two
inbound journeys a year. We have submitted that
information to FFl. Once FFl has received the
hosting availability from all clubs they compile a
giant list. That lets the individual clubs know
which of the 300 worldwide clubs are hosting,
and for how many weeks they are each able to
host. We expect that list will be available
sometime in January.

Outbound requests will need to be submitted to
FFI by February 16, 2025. That means our FF
Manitoba members will need to be prepared to
state their 2026 outbound journey preferences
at the February 5 meeting. Put your thinking
caps on!

Happy holidays to all — whether you are
celebrating here with family and friends — or
travelling afar.

Submitted by Susan Finlay, Journey Coordinator



President’s Report

Happy holidays from your outgoing president.
My wish is that you have had a safe and pleasant
holiday, with the opportunity to connect with
friends and family.

| have enjoyed the last two years as your
president, and will continue to enjoy working for
our organization on committees and so forth
while, of course, supporting our new president.

| had great support from Peggy and | know she is
also available to our new president.

Welcome to our new executive for 2025,
especially your new president Doug Jackson. As
you are aware, we were unable to elect a vice
president, so Doug will be contacting members
to take on some of the duties of that position as
we go forward.

This was a bigger job than | anticipated, and |
leave with several of my personal goals undone.
FFl makes available to presidents many
opportunities to reassess the direction in which
our own club is heading. This includes planning
new ways of working together in a very different
world from when we began our club 26 years
ago.

The role of the president continues to evolve,
with expectations from FFl regarding the use of
technology to complete ambassador
applications, a coming shift to pre-planning with
other clubs in your area for multi-trip journeys,
new ways to travel and share culture, and an
evolving mission statement, which shifts the
onus more to promotion of global connections.
There are a number of initiatives coming up,
which our western rep, Gail Keeley will continue
to share with us. | encourage everyone to check
the myfrienshipforce.org page regularly to stay
apprised of current initiatives.

| will be sending out one more update from the
desk of the president as we enter 2025. This
update will include annual reports from the

current executive and any update in events
which needs to reach you.

| wish you a happy new year, full of new
opportunities and continued friendships.

In Friendship,
Denise

Christmas Party 2024

\L

Good times
were had by
all at the
annual FF
Manitoba
Christmas
Party!

Happy
Holidays to

everyone
and all the
best for a
peaceful
2025 filled
with
promise and
friendship.




Board Members 2025

President: Doug Jackson

Vice President: vacant

Secretary: Rose Gerbasi
Treasurer: Dane Schipper
Committee Chairs and Members
Journey Coordinator: Susan Finlay
Past President: Denise Lawson

Program Committee: Vacant (chair), Joan Boyd,
Loretta Humeniuk, Dallas Bagby, Sina Romsa, and
Helen Whetter

Newsletter Editor: Gail Keeley and Christine
Hanlon

Website: Marilyn Ouimet
Historian: vacant
Journey Directors:

Christine and Francis Hanlon (outbound) Rio de
Janeiro, Brazil and Trujillo, Peru (2025)

Denise Lawson (outbound) FF Southwest Florida
(Fort Myers area), (Feb 2025)

Journey Director needed (inbound) FF Greater
Seattle (Aug 2025)

Upcoming Events

January 2025

Guess Who's Coming to Dinner

Gail Keeley will contact you with your host or
guest information.

February 5 Club Meeting
Details to follow.

With thanks to the Program Committee for
organizing the above events.

FF Basics

Membership renewals:

Memberships run from January to December.
Renewing member: $70

New member: $70

Associate member: $40

All members are being asked to complete a
membership renewal form at the time they pay
their membership.

Address changes:

Have you changed your address, email, or phone
number? Please tell our incoming President
Doug Jackson right away so he can update our
membership list.

Club website: friendshipforcemanitoba.org

FF Canada website: friendshipforce.ca

FF International: Go to friendshipforce.org for
up-to-date information.

Mly.friendshipforce.org gives you access to the
latest new messages and allows you to pay
journey fees.

Newsletter: To contribute to the Keystone
Klippings, contact either Gail

at gailke@hotmail.ca or

Christine Hanlon

at christinekhanlon@gmail.com

O
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Check for information and updates related to the
FFl Website by accessing the Member Portal at

https://my.friendshipforce.org/en/users/sign in



http://friendshipforcemanitoba.org/
http://friendshipforce.ca/
http://friendshipforce.org/
http://my.friendshipforce.org/
mailto:gailke@hotmail.ca
mailto:christinekhanlon@gmail.com
https://my.friendshipforce.org/en/users/sign_in

