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Friendship Force of Manitoba Newsletter   April 2015 

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Friendship Force Manitoba meets 

monthly September through June. We 

usually meet the first Wednesday of 

each month at the Masonic Memorial 

Temple at Confusion Corner; check our 

events listings for date and location. 

Guests are always welcome. Call Lynda 

Walker at 204-832-0191 or Judy Single 

at 204-294-6428. 

 

Friendship Force Manitoba 

friendshipforcemanitoba.org 

 

2015 Board Members 

President: Judy Single 
jud64@mymts.net or 204-294-6428 
Vice President: Lynda Walker 
lyndadawnwalker@yahoo.ca 
Secretary: Gail Keeley 
gailke@hotmail.ca 
Treasurer: Esther McKenty 

emckenty@shaw.ca 

 

Contributions to the May newsletter are due 

by April 27. Send contributions to Bev 

Phillips, proofreaders@mts.net or 306-15 

Kennedy Street, Winnipeg R3C 3X5. 

Wednesday, April 1 
Celebrate  

Spring and Easter! 
 

 
Wear your finest Easter bonnet and freshest spring 

wardrobe as we celebrate the change of season. 
Surprises await – a pre-dinner activity and post-dinner 

entertainment. 
 

Masonic Memorial Temple 
420 Corydon at Confusion Corner 

Doors open at 6:00 p.m.  

Dinner at 6:30 p.m.  
Pay at the door: $20 

 
Our scrumptious Spring Dinner will 
include spring salad, roast beef, 
spring potatoes, baby carrots and chocolate truffle. 

 
** Remember to wear your membership badge ** 

Reminder! If you promise to come to dinner and don’t come, you will be 
charged the $20. You can cancel up to two days ahead (by Monday). 

Thank you very much for your cooperation! 

___________________________________________ 

Our events are organized by the Program Committee and they always 
welcome new members! 

Contact Program Chair Jan Kollesavich (204-338-4913 or 
jankollesavich@gmail.com) to find out how you can participate.  

It’s a great way to get involved with the club and get to know more of 
your fellow members. 

 

Upcoming meetings 
 May 6   June 3   September 9   October 7   November 4   December 2 

  

 

mailto:jankollesavich@gmail.com
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Bernie Dyck and Past President 

Dallas Bagby with Judy Single 

at World Friendship Day 

FF Who, What, Where 

 

Membership renewals 

Memberships run from January to 

December. 

Renewing members:  

  $35 single and $65 couple 

New members:  

  $45 single and $85 couple 

  (extra fee to pay for name tags) 

— Esther McKenty, Treasurer 

 

Address changes 

Have you changed your address, email 

address or phone number? If so, please 

contact our Secretary, Gail Keeley, right 

away so she can update our 

membership list: gailke@hotmail.ca  or 

204-257-9837 

 

Club website 

Check our website anytime for 

upcoming events, past exchanges, 

issues of this newsletter, and useful 

links: friendshipforcemanitoba.org 
 

Club property 

If you have any items belonging to the 

club (books, paper records, etc.), please 

let our Secretary Gail Keeley know: 

gailke@hotmail.ca  or 204-257-9837. 
 

canffex.ca 

Are you interested in joining up with 

another Canadian club to travel? Visit 

the Canadian Friendship Force Clubs 

Exchange Site at canffex.ca for 

undersubscribed exchanges from across 

Canada. You can sign up for monthly 

updates and immediate notices of new 

exchanges. The site also includes field 

representatives’ reports and other 

news. 

What does it take? 

The more Board meetings and Dinner meetings I chair, the more I 

really see what it takes to keep our Friendship Force club running 

smoothly and to keep it exciting for our members and the Ambassadors 

who visit us. 

It takes “You,” yes You, the members. And it takes all of you – those of 

you who have been a part of this organization for many years, who have 

so much wisdom to share, and those of you who have joined recently or 

within the past year or two, who have new thoughts and ideas to share.  

There is no better way to really be an 

integral part of Friendship Force 

Manitoba than being on one of the many 

committees and getting involved in the 

inner workings of your club. It can be 

volunteering to lead a committee or just 

being involved in some small way. 

What’s important is sharing your talents 

and time to keeping this club as vibrant 

as it can be.  

So when you are approached about 

helping out, jump into it with 

enthusiasm. It can be a new learning 

experience for you and it can be fun. 

The efforts of volunteers showed at the delightful evening we shared 

with Friendship Force Winnipeg members on March 1 as we celebrated 

World Friendship Day. It was a great evening to get to know the members 

from FF Winnipeg, to showcase FF to our guests, and enjoy the travel 

memoirs of our speaker Flora Schalla. I believe it was an “all around” 

success. Thanks to all of you for your contributions to the potluck dinner 

and just for being there and sharing your Friendship with everyone. 

— Judy Single, President 

_______________________________________________________ 

2015 Committee chairs 
Exchange Coordinator: Elizabeth Schirmer 204-475-1220, schirmer@mymts.net 

Past President: Dallas Bagby 204-661-6199 

Program Chair: Jan Kollesavich 204-338-4913 or jankollesavich@gmail.com (until 

June 2015) 

Communications: TBA 

Newsletter Editor: Bev Phillips 204-942-5453 (phone/fax) or proofreaders@mts.net 

Webmaster: Judy Single 204-294-6428 or ffmb@mymts.net 

Exchange Directors: Jan Kollesavich, Richmond/Raleigh, 204-338-4913 or 

jankollesavich@gmail.com 

Liz Martin, Long Island inbound exchange, elizm@mymts.net 

Kathy Lesyk, Toulouse, France outbound exchange 2016, kglesyk@shaw.ca 
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Guest speaker Flora Schalla 

 

 

Esther McKenty and Val 

Keenan, FFW President 
 

World Friendship Day 
Sunday, March 1 was World Friendship Day for FF 

chapters worldwide. Both FF Manitoba and Winnipeg 

have celebrated this event for years, and 2015 is the 

third year we have officially co-hosted. FFW took the 

lead this year, arranging the location, St. Andrew’s 

Anglican Church hall. When the doors opened at 5 p.m. 

we saw a large room, brightly lit and beautifully 

decorated. Val Keenan, FFW President, greeted the 80 

or so assembled 

members and 

guests, then 

invited us table by 

table to load up 

our plates from 

the ample potluck 

offerings. One wit 

observed that 

since every food item could serve 12 people, we should 

have enough to feed 1,000! Oh, and the dessert table 

was laden with treats. 

Our speaker, Flora Schalla, a Toastmaster from 

Steinbach, brought her own production team. Her 

husband Ray ran the 

PowerPoint and her 

friend Sheryl Berglund 

monitored her time. 

Flora, as Dallas Bagby 

explained in the 

introduction, began to 

visit Manitoba towns 

from A to Z in 2009. 

She started with 

Altona, Birtle and 

Carberry the first year. Why those towns? Being a born 

Manitoban, her key criterion was it had to be a town 

she had never 

been to. As she 

travelled 

alphabetically 

around the 

province, word 

spread. By the 

time she got to 

Flin Flon, she 

was being featured in 

local news stories and 

invited to speak before 

chambers of commerce 

and business networking 

groups. For each visit 

she phoned ahead to 

arrange a tour. Local 

officials were always 

eager to escort her. Her 

last stop for 2014 was 

Plumas (hometown of 

FFM’s President Judy 

Single). In 2015 she plans to tour Quesnel Lake in 

Nopiming Provincial Park, Riverton, Steeprock and 

Teulon. Flora’s presentation reminded us of all the rich 

resources we have to share with our international 

ambassadors when they come here. 

It was a great event. Thanks to Val, Judy and the 

team who put it together. Next year FFM will take the 

lead role and FFW will provide the program. That’s 

what friends are for! 

— Dallas Bagby  
 

Thanks to Lynda Walker and to Jim Kubas of FFW  
for their photos. 

___________________________________________ 

 

Going to the World Conference in Vancouver? 
 

We have been asked to help out with this 

Conference in various ways. If you are interested, 

please contact the organizers, Dan and Lissa 

Macmaster at dan.macmaster@gmail.com. 

 Donate a higher value item for a raffle with 

proceeds to go to FFI’s Legacy Fund. 

 Suggest ideas for workshops during the 

conference or be a presenter or panel member 

on a topic that reflects something distinctive to 

our Canadian mosaic. 

 Do small tasks like marshall people to the next 

session, answer questions and just be a friendly 

and identifiable face in a crowd.  

— Judy Single, President 
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Exchange Coordinator Report 
Late breaking news – the Brazilians are coming!!! We 

are expecting to host FF Campinas from September 23 to 

30 this year. Mark your calendar now and plan to be 

involved in hosting our South American members. I am 

looking for an Exchange Director (ED) and members 

willing to serve on a planning committee. Please contact 

me ASAP to say you are willing to work to make this 

exchange a success. 

In 2016 we plan to go to Toulouse, France. Thanks to 

Kathy Lesyk for volunteering to be ED. 

I am currently negotiating with FF Osaka who indicate 

they want to come in August 2016. FF Southern Oregon 

has yet to decide when it is convenient for them to visit. 

Would you like to be an ED or serve on the planning 

committees??? Let me know! 

— Elizabeth Schirmer, Exchange Coordinator (EC), 
schirmer@mymts.net 

___________________________________________ 

Exchange Updates 

Richmond and Raleigh, April 11-25 
Twenty very excited ambassadors are going to 

Richmond on April 11 and to Raleigh on April 18. Our 

Treasurer is Stan Croall (204-261-4198) and Esther and 

Clare McKenty (204-661-1800) are doing backup and 

program planning.  

– Jan Kollesavich, 204-338-4913 or 

jankollesavich@gmail.com 

 

Long Island, August 12-18 
The Long Island exchange committee is planning a 

great visit for 22 ambassadors. Can you help by being a 

host? Call Kathy Lesyk to learn more about home hosts, 

day hosts and dinner hosts. Long Island showed us a 

wonderful time and we want to plan an interesting week 

for them. 

— Liz Martin (elizm@mymts.net) and Kathy Lesyk 

(kglesyk@shaw.ca) 

FFI World Conference 

Vancouver, August 28-31, 2015 

Registration is full but there is a waiting list. 
You can access the conference website from 

thefriendshipforce.org 

Location: Renaissance Vancouver Harbourside Hotel 

1133 West Hastings Street, Vancouver, BC V6E 3T3 

 

2016 World Conference 

Marrakesh, Morocco, October 2016 

 

2015 Exchanges 
 

Incoming: 

Long Island, NY – August 12-18  

ED: Liz Martin, elizm@mymts.net 

 

Just confirmed! Campinas, Brazil – September 23-30 

 

Outgoing: 
Richmond, VA April 11-18  

and Raleigh, NC April 18-25 
Exchange Director: Jan Kollesavich, 

jankollesavich@gmail.com 
 

Proposed 2016 Exchanges 
• Inbound from Osaka, Japan and Southern Oregon 

Dates to be determined. 

• Outbound to Toulouse, France, ED Kathy Lesyk 

 

At the April meeting I will ask members to vote on 

accepting the offer of going to Toulouse, France. They are 

suggesting we visit in mid May. 

 

— Elizabeth Schirmer, Exchange Coordinator (EC), 
schirmer@mymts.net 
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